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Teaching Vs ECEC 

Specialists identify desirable 
skill and knowledge.  This is 
formatted into a curriculum. 

A Teacher develops a plan for 
providing  learning 
experiences within the 
curriculum. 

Students participate in the 
planned experiences. 

The teacher assesses what 
the student has learned. 

Teacher's observation 
of the child 

Teacher's knowledge 
of child development 
and repertoire of 
opportunities 

An environment, series of interactions 
and activity options that form a 
platform for the child's experiences 

The teacher observes the child's 
experiences as an assessment of the 
child, their own teaching performance, 
the environment and the activity and 
uses this to inform further practice. 



ECEC/Montessori 
Perspective 
The Program 

Specific strategies, resources, events 
and activities, often documented, 

designed to meet particular objectives. 

Environment 
Space, furniture, daily living facilities,  
rich resources, loving and stimulating 

interactions with adults. 

The Child 
Knowledge of  gained by relationship, 

consultation and observation. 



Understanding 
Programming Flow 

i. PREPARATION.  The teacher 
prepares their knowledge, skills, 

repertoire and attitude. 

ii. OBSERVATION.  Objective and 
purposeful data on each child is 

collected and documented. 

iii.  INTERPRETATION.   Each 
observation is reflected upon within 

the context of the teachers 
knowledge about the child and 

development.   

iv.  STRATEGISING.  An objective is 
set that will extend a child, support a 
child in an area of need or diversify 
the child's experience in an area of 

interest. 

v.  PLANNING.  To meet the 
objective, the teacher will document 

a change to the environment, a 
series of interactions with the child, 

or an activity for the child. 

vi.  IMPLEMENTING.   The teacher 
will initiate the environmental 

change, series of interactions or 
activity, inviting the child to 

participate. 

vii.  EVALUATING.     The teacher will compare the objective set (iv) 
with the outcome and determine if the objective was met.   Often this 
comment will become another observation (ii).    The program also 
needs to be evaluated to ensure that it is meeting the goals of the 

organisation and the service's philosophy. 

REFLECTING.  An important part of professional practice is to self-evaluate.   
Considering their interactions, their use of materials, their knowledge base etc, 
the teacher will document their performance strengths and areas for growth.  
This is usually a private matter, although seeking supervision on this process 

can be  a support of professional growth. 
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Social/Emotional/Creative 

•  Aspects of child behaviour, socialisation, 
interests and creativity fall outside of the 
Montessori apparatus. 

•  Full process of programming for child 
should be documented.  See examples 

•  Whole group and small group interests, 
strengths and needs can also be identified 
and documented.  NCAC requirement. 



Outcome 5.2 



Recording your Program 
Eyes searching, mind thinking, body moving.  The infant learns and connects. 
Parent and teacher soothe, adults sing, laugh and caress. 
No-one writes. 
Moment by moment, hour by hour, day by day. How could this be captured, 

how could this be recorded? 
Even memory fades. 
Yet the child develops themselves in silent, secret miracle. 

Pages and pages of angst-ridden scrawl fail to scratch even the                    
surface of the learning that is blooming within. 

But proof is required.  A tokenistic, intrusive investigation                       
assesses apparent performance. 

And you will go through it.   But you know the truth. 
The child is all the evidence you really need. 


