
All Children, Everywhere: Montessori Education 
and Universal Principles of Child Development
Parents new to Montessori education may be mystified by much 
of what they see in their children’s ‘prepared environments’. 
This doesn’t look like school! In this presentation, Dr Steven 
Hughes will outline universal principles of optimal child 
cognitive, social, and emotional development, and show how 
Montessori education represents an adaptable approach 
that meets the basic developmental needs of all children, 
from privileged or disadvantaged backgrounds, and from 
all cultures of the world. This lecture will remove some of 
the mystery and introduce you to some of the remarkable, 
universal principles and practices that are at the heart of 
Montessori education.

Steven J. Hughes, PhD, LP, ABPdN is Director of Education 
and Research for The TOVA Company, and assistant professor of 
pediatrics and neurology at the University of Minnesota Medical 
School. Dr Hughes completed his PhD in clinical psychology at the 
University of Minnesota and his post-doctoral fellowship in pediatric 

neuropsychology at the University of Minnesota 
Medical School, where he joined the faculty of 
the Division of Pediatric Neuropsychology in 
2001. He specialises in the neuropsychological 
assessment of children and adolescents with 
a wide range of developmental and medical 
disorders, and assists in the supervision and 
training of future neuropsychologists. His 
research interests include measurement of 
attention and executive functioning in young 
children, the effects of living in poverty on child 
development, and the neurodevelopmental  
benefits of classical Montessori education.

Thursday, 10 June 2010, 7:30pm to 9:30pm

KPMG
Level 15, 10 Shelley Street, Sydney  

Registration Fee: $60
Lecture will be followed by supper.

Enquiries: 02 9555 4338
events@montessori.org.au   montessori.org.au
The Montessori Children’s Foundation (MCF) is the Montessori 
community’s charitable organisation. It was established in 2005 
to provide Indigenous and disadvantaged communities with 
access to Montessori programmes.

The Annual Lecture is an initiative of the MCF designed to share 
Montessori’s legacy and to place children’s issues at the centre 
of society’s agenda.  Proceeds from the evening will support the 
work of MCF.

Principal Sponsor of the MCF Annual 
Lecture. KPMG is one of the world’s 
leading professional services firms. We’re 
proud of our firm’s strong and established 
reputation, a reputation that is built on a 
long history of independence, integrity and 

objectivity. In Australia, we operate nationally across 13 offices 
with over 4,500 people. Our aim is to turn knowledge into value 
for the benefit of our clients, our people and our communities. 
www.kpmg.com.au

Pro Bono Legal Advisers: corrs.com.au
Corrs Chambers Westgarth provides legal 
advice that creates results. Corrs Chambers 
Westgarth is one of Australia’s ‘powerhouse 
law firms’. The firm represents a wide range 

of leading Australian and international corporations as well as 
government clients. From global leaders to emerging start-ups, 
our clients turn to us for quality legal advice that reflects business 
insight and creates results.

Event Sponsor: Eventify is a boutique event team 
that is known for its astute planning, memorable 
concepts and flawless execution. eventify.com.au
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REGISTRATION: Online at montessori.org.au or fill in and return the form below
Registration Fee: c $60 (comprising $10 lecture fee, $50 tax deductible donation)

I would also like to make a tax deductible donation to the Montessori 

Children’s Foundation:

c $25  c $50  c $100  c $200  c $500  c Other 	
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Montessori Children’s Foundation
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Cheques payable to the Montessori Children’s Foundation.
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